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The Holy See is critical of Alcide De Gasperi and the Christian Democratic 
Party for its lack of seriousness and its dishonesty in leading the 
people to believe that the Christian Democratic Farty is the Vatican 
party vhereas this has never heen the case. 


This attitude on th: part of the Vatican is not new but has been enforced 
under the impulse of recent. directives. The Holy See, concerned over 
the present international situation and the coming elections, wishes 

as quickly as possible to remove itself from any responsibility deriving 
from the actions of the Christian Democratic Party. 


The great victories won by the Christian Demoerstic Farty were, atove 
all, cbtained by the invisible support of the Church. The priests in 
the country decisively influenced the voting of the masses and these 
priests would never have acted without instruction from the central 
authorities of the Church. 


The "intelligence services" of the Church have for som time been in- 
formed of anti-Christian Democratic reaction among the masses. A close 
study of this phenomenon has shown that the Christian Democratic Farty, 
in its organization and in its leaders, is. far from capable of facing 
the task before it, and that the people accuse the Church of supporting 
a clique,an association of exploiters who think only of themselves and 
show themselves to be corrupt and to lack political sensibility. 


Jhen De Gasperl was aes not te compromise the Church, by placing it 
in the center of his political maneuverings, he reportedly replied that 
he could not do otherwise and that the misfortune of the Christian 
Democratic Party could now mean only disgrace for the Church. Because 
of the above, the Church has decided to carry out the following program: 


a. . Tha separation of its’own responsibilities from those of the 
Christian Democratic Farty so as to disprove the belief in the union 
between the Church and that Party, thus saving the Church’ by casting 
aside De Sasperi and his Government; 


“b, The establishing of a new conservative political party or current - 


to take over the Government in Italy with the support of the United 
States: ASSiFICATION, 7 BCfST/CONTROL, ~ U.S. OFFICIAIS ONLY 


‘ee igen eae eeat eae 7 ome cal 


bree 


CONFIDENTIAL ie Casgs a Ge 
a Declassified 
Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00 Peres Hic TS sje 


Date: 0- 8- AUG-s78--- By: O3¢ 


Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R007300540005-1 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sac¥et/CONTROL ~ U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 
25X1A 


CHYTRAL INTSLLIGUNCE AGU:ICY 
aco 


c. The consequent rezoval of the Christian Democratic Party and its 
leaders; and 


ad. The supporting of a conservative govermaent and the anti~Soviet 
campa len. 


The first two pois would reportedly be carried out by the coming 
elections, 


The Holy See hag apparently decided to support the extreme right ist 
currents, the sily ones in Italy which have deep roots and are net dis~ 
liked tiday br the Americans, It seema also that attention is being devoted 
toa possible restoration of the Monarchy, not thought to be impossible in 
the person of young Prince Victor Emanuele if international events deo not 
worsen, The sxxctreme religiousness of the Houses of Savoia and Erabarnte 
would be an ercellent guarantee for the Church, ready to surround the 
young Prince with religious confegsors and advis ers who could influence 
him, A restora ion of the Vonarchy, technically considered impossitle, 
could be brought abort in a politically fsvoraltle moment in which the 

USSR wishes te’culm vhe waters," 
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